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ro THE PUBLIC. 


>. H EN the writer of the 


— following narrative firſt 


: rocks up his pen to give an ac- 


count of the extraordinary man 15 


whom he has attempted to de- 


ſcribe, he intended! it ſhould make 5 


its appearance i in a newſpaper. But 


$ his memory retracing a number 
1 of circumſtances of which he | 


was a ſpectator, and having heard 


of others from undoubted au- 


„ 'thority, j 


( CT 
3 bs was ; imperceptibly led 
forward, until the narrative be- 
came of too great length to ap- 
pear in a public print. The par- 
tiality of a few friends for the 


5 performance, who think it not 


unworthy of public curioſity, has 
induced the author thus to offer 5 
it in the ſhape of a fall pam- 

phlet. To the graces of diction 
the author pretends not, the vi- 
cifſitudes of his own life having | 
unfortunately left bim but little 


5 opportunity of cultivating them. | 


The ſhades alſo which form 
| V 


R 8 — : e ** C 0 0 nnn ; CN rr ns 6 4 
8 A 1 Sg =o 1g" — a 2 e E 44 SAI IIS Sfx, . » * Ty 
n LY 7 . My : N 
„ ** 1 5 
* 


tk 
the character of the perſon here 


delineated, are ſo ſtrongly mark- 


ed of themſelves, as to catch the t 
eye of the moſt careleſs obſerver, 


and leave but little for the pen 


to diſcriminate, 5 


The ambition therefore of ap— 


pearing in print, Was certainly 


not the motive which has influ— 
exined him. Neither opal poli- 
tical motives have any weight 
with a man, the circumſtances 
of whoſe ſituation peculiarly | ab- 
ſtract him from Farties of any 


kind; and, if ſach had been his 


„ motives 


( 210: ) | 

| motives, heis altogether Ignorant 
of the nature of Mr. Bowles's 
embaſſy, any fart her than from 
public report, which | is »moſtlikely 


to be erroneous. 


Th E abe is doubtleſs a 
Fr jendly one, aud as ſuch he 
wiſhes it ſucceſs. The heart of 
the author therefore, warm with 
the recollection of heroic actions, 

is alone in fault; which is the 

only apology he offers for his 


| temerity. But as there are ſome 


things which glance at the cha- 2 


rater of individuals who are un- 


5 known T 


_ known to the pubille the writer 


| takes this opportunity of declar- 
ing, that if there be any man who 
fancies his conduct miſtated, or 
feels himſelf injuredin the follow- 5 
ing ſheets, or who ſhall be hardy 
enough to ſay that he has miſre- 
preſented things—and will either 
5 publicly, or by a note addreſſed to 
: the publiſher, ſign his real name, 
and ſtate his complaints the 
writer, at all times ready o re? 
tract his errors, but never willing : 
to deſert the cauſe of truth, will 
moſt cheerfully ep forward and 
ayow himſelf, As to any anony- 
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h as becomes him, treat them with 
filent contempt. . He has, how- 
ever, but little apprehenſions on 
this ſcore; as the facts are ſtub- 
born, ind will ſtand the teſt of 


the Arigeſt enquiry. 


mous "paragraphs or publications 
refleQing on the writer, he will, 


Ee Pg Soom of . . : 
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=O. M ON G the fingular cha- | 
rafters of the preſent day, no 
man for his years has experienced 5 
more numerous viciſſitudes than 


the perſon whoſe life i is now to 


be delincated. 


William Au guſtus Bowles Was 
born in Maryland, of reſpectable 
parents; and it is highly probable 
that he would have been loſt 1 in : 
the obſcurity of his father J occu- 


B 55 pation 
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. pation (that of an American plan- ; 


ter), had not for tune reſerved him | 


| for great and hazardous enter- 


prizes. 


At the commencement of the | 
American war, Mr. Bowles Was 
: ſcarce thirteen years of age. But 

no ſooner did the ſound of war 
reach his ears, than the inherent 


principles of his ſoul were : rouſed ; 


5 into action. 


B/ whatever motives he was 
now influenced, whether an ac- 9 5 


* partaliey for the Britiſh 


8 name, 
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name, or an innate and reſtleſs 
love of variety, he eloped from 
his father's houſe ; and, after 
ſurmounting difficulties hardly 
to be credited at his years, ar- 


rived ſafe in the Britiſh camp at 
Philadelphia. 


An alen cheol. boy, perſeftly 


unacquainted with any mode of 
life beyond what he had learnt at 
bis father's farm, Mr. Bowles was 
received as a volunteer i in an old 
regiment 3 and ſoon afterwards 


Was appointed 1 to an enſigney i in 


. a provincial corps then raiſing. 
: 5 2 1 When 


When the Britiſh army march- 


| edfrom Philadelphia toN ewYork, : 
g Mr. Bowles accompanied his regi= : 
ment in that celebrated retreat; 
and was one among the flank 


companies who ſerved ut - the 


memorable battle of Monmouth. 


In the autumn of 1778, he 


embarked at New Vork with his 


corps for the ifland of Jamaica, 


and thence proceeded to Penſa- 


cola, in Weſt Florida. 


He had now been twelve months 5 
in the army, without being any 


way 
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wiy diſtinguiſhed but as a giddy 
boy; nor was his name known 
but in the muſter-roll of his 

regiment, and in all probability 
would be this day a ſtranger to 
the world, but from an act of 
the moſt Aagrant injuſtice, of 


5 which he was the victim. 5 


In ſtating this fact, at once {0 
cruel, ſo unjuſt, aud ſo unpre- 
cedented, the writer of this ac- 


count, an  eye-witneſs of the 


tranſaction, does not mean to 


£ expoſe the names of thoſe con- - 
5 cerned 1 in Aa z buſineſs diſgraceful =, 


666 


to the diſcipline of the army, and 


the cauſe of humanity. But it 


will afford a ſtriking example of 


tyrannic power exerciſed over a 
young and inexperienced boy, 

whoſe peculiar ſituation ought 
to have demanded the pr otection, 
inſtead of ; provoking the ven- : 


geanee, of his ſuperiors. 


Soon after his arrival in this 
country, Mr. Bowles obtained 

leave of his commanding officer 
Z to viſit Penſacola, ſeven miles 
diſtant from the mouth of the 


= harbour, where the corps to : 


which 
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which he belonged was then 


quartered. Hither he came, 


merely to ſatisfy his curioſity; ; 


but this curioſity was productive 
of events nien have governed 


his future life. 


The party who commanded 


the boat which was to have con- 


veyed him back to his quarters, 
having miſled ſeeing him, re- 


turned without him ; and his 


colonel availing bimſelf. of this 


opportunity to ſubſtitute | in bis 
place ſome favourite of his ow n, 


i repreſented him to the command- = 


G7 OST ing 
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ing officer of the garriſon, as a 


young. man who had neglected 
bis duty, and who Was every 
way unqualified for, and un- 
worthy of, his profeſſion. But 


before this dark tranſaQtion was 


accomplithed, threats were made 


uſe of to induce him to reſign his 


commiſſion, which, however, he 


treated with diſdain.— Let the 


feeling heart for a moment re- 


flect on the ſituation of this de- 
voted youth. Without a friend, 


or even an acquaintance *, let us 


con- 


* The regiment to which Mr. Bowles | 
belonged had not at this time been at 
; | | | 5 P enia * ; 


to a ſenſe of future wants the 


Penſacola, and being juſt arrived from New 
Vork, his perſon. was unknown to the gar- | 
: riſon. 


(9-5: 


conſider him in a moment cut 


off from the ſociety he alone 


could hold dear, by a general or- 


der, which declared that the king 


had no further ule for his ſervices. 


Accordingly he was diſmiſſed the | 


Britiſh army, without even the 


form of a trial. A ſtroke like 


this, ſo ſudden and unexpected, 
It might have been ſuppoſed 
w ould have overwhelmed with 
terror and deſpondency the moſt 


undaunted ſpirit, and awakened. 


moſt 
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ing officer of the garriſon, as a 


young man who had neglected 


bis duty, and who was every 


way unqualified for, and un- 


worthy of, his profeſſion. But 
before this dark tranſaction Was 


accomplithed, threats were made 


uſe of to induce him to reſign his 


commiſſion, which, how ever, he 
treated with diſdain.— Let the 
feeling heart for a moment re- 
flect on the ſituation of this de- 
voted youth. Without a friend, 
Or EVEN an acquaintance *, let us 
e ann * 5 
* The regiment to which Mr. 8 


| belonged had. not at this time been at 
| Penta. 
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= conſider him in a moment cut 


off from the ſociety he alone 
75 could hold dear, by a general or- 
der, which declared that the king 


had no further uſefor his ſervices. 


Accordingly he was diſmiſſed the 
| Britiſh army, without even the 
form of a trial. A ſtroke like 
2 _ ſo ſudden and unexpected, 
t might have been ſuppoſed 
would have overwhelmed with 
terror and deſpondency the moſt 
undaunted ſpirit, and awakened 


to a tenſe of future wants the 


4 Penſacola, and being juſt artived frac New 
= York, his perſon was unknown t to the gar- 
2 f riſon. | 
moſt 
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moſt arent inattention. But 


if we may judge from his ſub- 
ſequent conduct, this arbitrary 
and inhuman ſentence he re- 
ceived with ſurpriſe, more than | 
N ſorrow, and with indifference, 
rather than fear. Indeed, it is 
more than probable that he heard 
the decree which was to expoſe 

him! in a friendleſs land to all tlie 
horrors of poverty and famine, 


with Gert exultation. 


The pangs of want he had ne- 
ver known; but to the infolence 5 


of command, exerciſed by! igno- 2 


rant 
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rant and experienced young 


men unuſed to power, he was 
daily accuſtomed. Inſtead of ex- 

poſtulation, or appeal to his ſu- 
periors, againſt this unjuſt ſtretch 
of power, or any attempt to 
: deprecate the melancholy fate 
Which ſeemed to await him, he 


| appeared gay and unconcerned ; 


and the triumph of what he no 


doubt conſidered regained liber- 
; ty, was evident | in his whole de- | 


5 e 


Behold then this diſbanded 


: young ſoldjer—his laſt ſhilling 5 


6 Sone — 


gone—too proud to beg, nd too 


independent to ſtoop to menial 


offices an uncultivated and ſa- 


vage country around him—no 


guide but chance—and no re- 


ſource but! in his OWN fortitude— 5 


| behold him on the brink of ap- 


parently inevitable ruin! But 


| Fortune, whoſe peculiar care he 
ſeems to have been, ſtepped i in 
to fave. him. A party of the 


. Creck nation. Were on their re- ; 


turn home from Penſacola, 


whither they had come to re- 


ccive their annual preſents; ; and 


: young. Bowles delighted. with 
the 
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the novelty of ſituation now. 
opened to him Joined the party, 
having thrown his regimental 5 
coat, in contempt of his oppreſ- 
fors, into the ſea. A ſituation 
fo flattering to the independence 
natural! in the heart of man, had 


doubtleſs. many attractions. But 
2 whether the ſameneſs of the 


ſcene, or a reſtleſſneſs of diſpoſi- = 
tion conſtitutional | in him, or ac- 
tuated through pride to ſhew 
himſelf once more among thoſe 
who had reduced him to the 
appearance of a ſavage, he left 


His protectors, after boring: re- 5 
V mo  hided 
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fided with them a few months 


| (probably with an intention to 
return), and came, unattended, 

to Penſacola. When he arrived 
on the oppoſite ſhore of the bay, 
he found a hogſhead, which ſome 
Britiſh ſhips badleftbehindthem; E 


and Bowles, impatient of delay, 


without waiting for any other 


conveyance, like an Efkimaux*, 


with 


* To thoſe who are unacquainted with 


1 the various tribes of indigenous natives | 


inhabiting the immenſe ſhores of North 
15 America, the ovowing deſcription may 


= not appear intruſive, | a The boat of the 5 


Efkimaux 


T 


With the difference of a bogſhead 
for a boat, the branch of a tree 


| his 


Eſkimaux ſavage, inhabitant of the bleak 
and frozen ſhores of Labrador, is about ſix 
feet in length ; in which he fits down, with 
his thighs and legs ſtretched horizontally, : 
This boat, which does not exceed a foot 
and a half in breadth, i is covered with 4 


kind of deck, with a hoop in the middle, 


: juſt large enough to admit his waiſt, which 


is ſurrounded by a piece of leather, faſtened 


to the hoop, ſo. as to prevent any water . 


| from « coming into the veliel, 


In this boat, with a paddle in his hand, T 
the ſhivering, ſolitary ſavage ventures into : 
| he boiſterous ocean, and deſtroys the largeſt = 


— 
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4-6 ) 
his maſt, a blanket his fail, and 


a few ſtones his ballaſt, navigated | 
the extenſive ſhores of the har- 
bour; in the day procuring the 
food of life, and beguiling the 
tediouſneſs of time by fowling 
and fiſhing, and at night regaling 8 
on his prey; the ſKky his canopy, ; 
aud the earth his bed. 


of marine animals (the whale), whoſe oil, 
which he drinks, ſecures him ſcarce half 


ue; caring the ſeverity of eernal froſt, 


In a hogſhead, with an opening which 


| he made, equal in circumference to the 
5 dimenſions of his body, Mr. Bowles ſailed 5 
= above deſcribed. ” 


135 In 


K 17 F: 

In this very hogſhead , perhaps, 5 
ys boſom firſt throbbed with the 
defire of nautical knowledge; and 
here alſo he firſt had occaſion to 

ſeek for reſources in himſelf 
alone ; | reſources which at ſome 
future day were to ſhield him in 

the hour of danger, and which 
alone could complete him for the 
leader of a brave and gallant 


nation *. 


Here 


* It may not be unneceſlary to obſerve 
that the Creek nations, divided into Upper 
and Lower Creeks,.are the acknowledged 
ſuperiors of all the North-American tribes. 
3 1 Ig 


X04] 


"Hows: . Was that the zuthor 


0 firſt remembers to > have ſeen him: 


his 


The country of Creeks and Cherokees, as laid 
down i in Governor Pownall's map, is com- 
. priſed between the 3oth and 3 7th degrees of | 
north latitude, and between the 83d and goth 
of weitlon gitude from G zreenW ich; bounded 
on the eaſt by Virginia, tl the Carolinas, and 
Georgia; on the ſouth, by Weſt Florida; 
and on the weſt, by the Miſſiſippi, from the 
confluence of the Ohio. This country, 
| extending a thouſand. miles i in length, and 
| ſeveral hundred in breadth, i is, if we may 
Judge of its productions, of the richeſt ſoit | 
in North America; ; and not only the va- 


rious fruits of the tropics, but thoſe of more 


northern _ 


G 


118 curioſity from that time was 
5 ſtrongly awakened concerning {0 
7 ſingular. i character; and his 


mind then preſaged the daring 


actions, ſome of which the au- 


thor has witneſſed, which have 


ſince diſtinguiſhed the Beloved 


: Tf” | 3 * 


northern climes grow here in their utmoſt 
perfection. Wheat, cotton, indigo, rice, 
tobacco, and corn of all kinds, when culti- 


vated, produce the moſt abundant harveſt. 


FT: he cli mate, cooled by the nitrous par- 
ticles of the a air, 18 ſuperior to the ſouth of 


Wy rance, and leſs oppre efive than Italy, or 
that of Ala Minor. | 


* By this appe ellation he is univerſal 17 


kno! n to the nations. 
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But this precarious ind hazard- 


ous livelihood did not laſt long. 


The froſt of 1779 will be long 
| remembered in the Floridas; and 
voung Bowles, almoſt naked, ſu- 
perior to the injuries of men, 
found i in the elements an enemy : 
; that neither ſtrength of conſtitu- 
tion, or fortitude of mind, could 
withſtand. He wanted thelter, 
and it was not long before he 
received it. Among the inkabi⸗ 
; tants of the town who ſaw his 
ſituation, there was one, a baker 
18 by profeſſion, who had A heart 
to commiſerate and relieve him. 5 
5 Under the roof of this hoſpitable 


Aranger : 


we! 
2 . „ 1 
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ſtranger he remained the greateſt 


part of the winter, who finding 

him 4” ſtrong and robuſt | lad, 
| thought it but reaſonable that | 
he ſhould aſſiſt to make the bread 
which he fo n ate. . 


Hlisbly impreſſed, as no doubt 
he was, with a ſenſe of obliga- 0 
tion, for ſuch unmerited good- 
neſs, an averſion to labour, pecu- 
| lar to the habits 1 in which he had : 
ſo lately indulged, made him re- 
ject the propoſal; and he would 
again have been expoſed to all 
; his former dangers, but for his 


old friends the Creeks. | oy 
; F. - 3 7 The 
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The extraordinary inclemency 


of the ſeaſon had brought them | 


down. for preſents 3 and Bowles 


once more returned with them, 


and remained near two years. 
The friendly character of the 8 
North-American ſarages, when 5 
: not irritated by reſentment, or 
made ſanguinary through thirſt 
of revenge, is well known. Dur- 
ing this period, ſuch was their 
mutual regard, that he ſtrength- 
| cned the ties of friendſhip by 

marrying a daughter of one of 
their chiefs. Thus he became 
doubly united to chem. both 


from : 
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from e and the ties of 
b! ood; and his children were liv= | 


ing pled, ges of their father E fide- | 
lity. 


Habit had now confirmed his ; 


I predilection for a ſtate of nature; 3 
and, on the commencement of ; 
; boſtilit; ;es between Great Britain 
and Spain, he was thought wor- 1 
thy of being enrolled among the 
7 fighting men of this warlike nas 
tion. Nor did he diſeredit their 
choice. His conduct throughout 


the War was eminently diſtin- 


zuithed. for coolneſs and vigour 15 


Ca in 
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in action; and the moſt ve nerable 


| chiefs pointed him out as an ex- 5 


1 ample worthy of 1 imitation, 


Here we diſcover a ftriking 
1 of his ſoul, which can 


look down with conſcious ſupe- 


riority on the heavieſt i injuries, 


- and, when glory demands, forget ; 


2 them, 


Charmed | with. the remem- 


brance of his magnanimity, the 0 
characteriſtic 0 every noble 

mind, the author could dwell 
long on this tranſaQion, ſo ho- 


nourable 
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| nourable to him, and fo degrad- 5 
ing, by the contraſt, to thoſe 
who were the cauſe of placing 
him in a ſtate which gave him 


ſuch envied pr e-eminence. | 


During the above period he 


neither fought or ſhunned his 
: enemies. Glory was his paſſion, tor 
and war he conſidered the path 
which led to it. 


En gliſhmen who may read this 


narrative will be enabled to judge 
of his enthuſiaſtic attachment for 


the Britiſh nation; an attachment ” 
which 


(226. } 
which has often led him 


brave death in her defence, and 


which has expoſed him to the ut- 


: moſt inclemency of the ſeaſons : : 


actuated by this attachment, he 


has croſſed the Atlantic, to de- 
clare to this country the par- 
tiality and regard of himſelf and 
; nation, and probably with a view 


of forming an advantageous and 


permane ent connection. 


Indeed, his regard for this 
: country, imbibed in his carly = 
life, i 18 only to be equalled by his 
affection for thoſe by whom he 


was adopted. 
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But it will tranſcend all praiſo 
of Mr. Bowles, when it is known, 
that ſuch was his heroic con- 
: tempt of danger, and ſuch his 
perſevering ardour, both day and 
night, aga ainſt the enemies of 
Great Britain, during the inveſti- ; 
ture of Penſacola, that the com- 
mander ; in chief of that depart- 
ment, ſtruck with che ſingular 
gallantry of the man, as well as 
conſcious of his eminent ſervices, 
reinſtated him in his former rank - 
in the corps, from which, as it 
: has been related, he had been ſo 
fingularly diſmiſſed, 


8 


* 28 I; 
In recording the hiſtory of his 


life, it would be an act of in- 
juſtice in the author, to bury, 


under a general deſcription, ſome 


memorable inſtances of courage, 5 
which ſo ſtrongly mark this 


5 prominent feature of his cha- 
| racter. 
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The following at leaſt deſerve N fl 
notice. ; | I 
In the year 1780, the author 
accompanied a ſmall detachment _ 
from Penſacola to the bay of 
Mobile, with an intention of 
1 furpriſing a Spaniſh fortified vil. 5 


' N N 1 5 e * : 

. lber c 4 3G, 5 

1 73 r % Tr = 
SE Fr Ti. or "s — e Ks 

e 2 W ee r ö 

3 a 


4 * * "mw * 7 
. . ay „ r 
„ ONE. 0 ö 
+ Lr LEE te * AE ST "SY 
PTT ns n * 
e 2260 * - 


= 


( 29 ) 


lage, of the above name; 2 and 
here it was he firſt had an oppor- 
: tunity of beholding i in perſon the 


determined reſolution of the hero ; 


of theſe ſheets. 


' Young Bowles, now grown out 


_ of recollection, and! in every re- 


ſpect like a ſavage warrior, was 
5 introduced, for the firſt time, to 


his acquaintance, in the midſt of 


ſeveral hundred ſavages, who 


marched with the detachment. 


on the 7th. of January of 


5 the above Years. at t daylight in 


tha. - 


1 


the morning, the bong was given 


to aſſault; and Bowles, leaving 


the warriors to fight I their own 
. way . ruſhed on with the Britiſh | 
troops. It is with no ſmall de- 


5 gree of pleaſure, that the author 


feels he can avail himſelf of this 


opportunity of celebrating an at- ; 


rack, without the a appearance of 
egotiſm,which, for its gallantry, 


according to the numbers, Was 


not ſurpaſſed by any a action dur- 


ing the whole of the laſt War. To 


the honour of this ſmall detach- 


| ment, which conſiſted ouly of fifty 
Britiſh ſoldiers, they forced the : 


* ork, 
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work, and 10 it at the leine 


inſtant, againſt four hundred 


Spaniſh troops, who attempted 
to eſcape on board an armed veſ- 
fel, which lay off the fort. But 
from this they were prevented by | 


the ſavages, who ſlew many in 


the water, attempting to ſcek 


refuge In their boats. All poſſi- 


5 bility of flight being thus cut off, 


they became emboldened by de- 


ſpair, and took ſhelter in their 
barracks, from the windows. of 


which they annoyed the remain- 


: ing few of the Britiſh, . 0 
had eſcaped ; in the affault. 1 
FF 


But more than Half of this 


"gillene detachment were either 


killed or wounded. Out of ten | 
officers, three were Killed, and 


three were badly wounded. Two 


others, of a foreign regiment, 


were exerting. themſelves . 
compel, at the points of their 
ſwords, fifty of the original de- 


tachment, who refuſed to do their - 


duty. There remained left! in the 


fort but two officers, with ſcarce 


twenty men, who muſt inevitably 


have fallen, had they not been : 
forced to fly their FO] ima 


5 gined nao. 


mY 


at 
PAY 
2 


1 

In the midſt of all this danger, 
Bowles, with the coolnefs of an 
unconcerned ſpectator, very let- 
ſurcly loaded and diſcharged his 
rifle gun at thoſe who were firing 
from the windows; and when 
the Britiſh ſoldicrs called to the 
above two officers to ſave their 
lives by flight, our hero poſted 
himſelf behind a tree, within a 
few yards of the work, loading 
and firing alone; and he muſt 
vndoubredly have been killed or 


taken, had not a cannon-ball 


Fx from the enemy ſhivered the 


tree to pieces, and driven him, 
I. unhurt, | 


1 
unhurt, to gain the ſmall flying 


: party, already at the diſtance of a 


quarter of a mile. He alſo di- 


ſtinguithed himſelf at a ſortie, 
made by ninety- x rank and file 
| provincial troops, at twelve at 
noon, on the Spaniſh lines at 
| Penſacola, who carried the „ 
vanced poſt of the enemy, with 
the loſs of only one man. This 8 


attack will be long remembered 


the Spaniſh army, by the 


i N of the Iriſh brigade 


who ſurvived this bloody al ault. Z 


Fifty, of ſeven hundred men, 


| who were in the works, were 
EI ned 


1 
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Killed with bayonets 5 ki 


tides numbers who were ſhot, 


lying down oh trenches, The 


gallantry of the Iriſh officers 


never ſhone more diſtinguiſhed 


than on this day: they kept their 


ground, th ug trod down by 


the Spanith: ſoldiers ; ; and t hoſe : 
who fell fought to the laſt gaſp, 5 


* ith their ſn nall iv ords IN their 


ban ds. 


But his carcer had been near 


7 finiſhed, a few days after ward, 


by the blowing up of the Britiſh 


ady anced redoubt, as hen was en- 5 


Ba tering 


(56) 

tering it;, and he beheld the 
melancholy ſpectacle of near 1 
5 F 
hundred men blown into the air, 
almoſt. within his reach. Five 


ſeconds fooncr, and he muſt have 


: been numbered with the dead. 


On the red uction of Weſt Flo- 
rida, Bowles, 1 vith the reſt of the 
> garriton, returned to New Y ork, | 
| on parole ; where | they continued 
; until duly exchang ed the year 
: following. 
Some time after this, a party 
Was formed 3 in i his cor ps, who, 


Faalous 


(--37 


zealous of his juſtly-acquircd po- 


pularity, planned his d,wnafal. 


They accordingly put him un- 
der arreſt ; and exhibited between 


twenty and thirty charges againſt 


8 


im *. Among theſe was one for 


ungentleman- like behaviour; and 


In juſtice to the following gentlemen 


of the corps to which Mr. Bowles be- 


longed, the writer feels himſelf called upon 


to declare, that neither Major Dulaney, 


Captains Key, Addition, and Kennedy, 


for whom he has the higheſt reſpect, had 
any ſhare in the above profecution. The 


two firſt gentlemen were in England at the 


time, and only knew of the tranſaction by 


D 5 ahem” 


_ 

+ 

. 
* 

* 


4-3-3 
when the court queſtioned his 
accuſers for proof of this charge, 
they could only adduce his hav- 
ing been frequently ſeen bring- 
ing in ſcalps, during the liege * 
Penſacola. This charge he did 


not attempt to confute *. 
Nor let the ſympathetic mind 


* It muſt be remembered that, at the 
time now ſpecified, Mr, Bowles was not 
only naked, like a ſavage, but was fighting 
fide by ſide with his brother chiefs, who 


' would have conſidered his withholding his 


hand from ſeizing this diſtinguiſhed badge 


of a warrior's bravery, as a mark of puſil- 


5 lanimity, and | treated him accordingly. 


turn 


(39) 


turn akide with horror and indig- 
nation at this recital. Souls hi-hly 


7 fraught with ſenſibility are too 


apt to be led away by names, in- 


ſtead of thin gs. The lavage, knecl- 


ing on his prey, and tearing the 
- hair from the headof his proſtrate, 


:” helpleſs victim, his knife having 


previouſly marked the circum- 


ference of the ſcalp * ſheer to 


| the {kull-bone, i is an object which 


8 cultivated humanity ſhudders to 


behold. 


Te circumference of the ſcalp is in 


88 about the ſize of an : Engliſh 1 half- 
crown. 


5 3 
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But when! it is conſidered that 
the victim 18 already dead, r 
ſenſeleſs, before the ſcalp 1 o thus 


torn away, We can only view It 
as a barbarous cuſtom, lavage 


indeed, but not inhuman, 


But in whatever light the ge- 


neral court-martial before which 


he was arraigned, beheld this and 


the other charges, he was moſt 


honourably acquitted of them all - 


Happily for his accuſers, the 
peace in 17 783 put a ſtop to all 
thoughts of proſecuting in re- 


turn; 


N 
: 
. 
3 
N 
1 


0 4¹ F 


turn; and Bowles contented | 
himſelf 3 in 7 applauſe of the 


| army, and the approbation of his 


own heart. 


Mr. Bowles now received Lord 
Dorcheſter's permifſion to viſit 
his father's family, and his 
old friends and relations the 


Creeks; to whom, he : aſſured ] is 
Lordſhip, he was under the 
5 greateſt obligations. With Lis 
father it ſeems he did not re- 
main long; but ſoon haſtencd to 
join his adoptive brethren in Eaſt 
Florida, wh 10 received bim with 


| open Arms, | 


But 


ca) 


But ambition had now begun | 
to ſtimulate his curioſity, and 


would not ner him to remain 


long even with them. 


After: a year 's reſidence, during 5 
which he taught them many wiſe 
regulations of civil and domeſtic - 
policy, as well as new rules of 
military diſcipline, ſuitable to 


their climate and ſtate of civi- 


zation, recommending alſo the 


utility of aoriculture ; ; and hav- 


ing concerted future plans of na- 


tional proſperity—he left them 


deeply impreſſed with reverence 8 


. 


| 
| 
: 


1 
| 
| 


for his talents, and afſeQion ſor 


(43) 


his perſon, From this period it 
is that his character becomes im- 
portant. He had already felt the 
ſharpeſt arrows of adverſity ; ; he 


had experienced the worſt that 


civilized men could do to him : 
from barbarians. he had found 
ſhelter, 3 in the days of calamity ; I 
to them he was perhaps indebted os 
for his exiſtence ; in the old he 
found fathers, and i in the young 
brothers, Who taught him to de- 
ſpiſe difficulties of every kind, 
and to look with indifference 


on a life ſurrounded with in- 


numerable | 


(4) 
numerable and unforeſcen dan- 
gers. 


He had learned to know the 
animal man, ſtripped of artificial 
| habits; and he knew: him alſo 
with his ſeducing charms of 
polished manners. The contraſt 
Was ſtriking; and the judgment 


he formed appears to be deciſive. 


He was now in his 19th year; 
and the faculties of his ſoul, con- 


cealed from himſelf, began to 


unfold. Having explored the 
coaſts of the two Floridas, he 
viſited . 


viſited the Guin b Pee, of 


the American United States, with 


* hoſe ſtrength and reſources he 


made himſelf minutely and ac- 


curately acquainted. Nor did he 
ſtop here: he viſited the Baha- op 
nas; in one of the principa al 


illands of which, he indulged all 


the caprices of a mind highly 


gifted by nature: and it will 


. afford matter of curious reflection 


to the Philoſopher, when he is 


told that this uncommon ge Bus: 


Was amuſing himſelf by acting 
plays, while his mind was em- 


ployed on ſchemes of dangerous 5 


cuter- 


(46 N 


enterprizes, and bold ambition. 


But to his honour be it told, that 5 


a nobler motive than amuſement 


governed his choice. Charity 
Was the object: and a diſtreſſed 
. loyaliſt, with a helpleſs family, 
experienced his bounty, though F 


he tunk a conſiderable ſum by - 


this generous exertion. 


Nor was his taſte confined to 
the drama alone. Having painted 
his own ſcenes, he fancied he 
Was qualific ed to diſtinguiſh bim- 

: ſelf asa portrait-pain ter, in which 


5 he ſuccceded beyond expectation; "IH 


and 
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and did not heſitate to receive pay 
5 for his labours 3 thereby doubly 
deceiving thoſe WhO were in- 


rereſted to pry into his deſigns S. 


Still he was at a 1516 for baints 


to colour js likeneſſes, and it 
was impoffible to purchaſe them 


in 1 New Prov idence. 


2ut a man endowed like the 


ambaſſador of the Creeks, roſe 


8 IIis dramatic troop being 3 


; people, | unacquainted with the ſtage, and | 


: picked up promiſcuouſly, he was obliged to 


unite in himſelf the different characters of 
manager, player, and painter, 


py - | ſuperior : 


I oo * 
ſuperior to this difficulty. He 
became chemiſt, and created co- 
lours for himſelf; j in the exerciſe 
of which new profeſſion, he one 
day, on de compoſing ſome mi- 


neral, bad nearly ſacrificed his 


© life. 


He allo taught himſelf the 
rudiments of muſic, and ſoon | 
became a tolerable proficient on 
the flute and violin. In the 


abo: ve iſland Mr. Bowles has leſt 


* memorial of himſelf, which 


will not be ſoon | or eabily et 


faced. 5 


5 
: *X. 


1 


4 „ 


The part he took in the politics 

here, for the laſt four! years, in 
which be uniformly fided with; go- 

5 vernment; his frequent voyages 

to and from the Continent; 1 the : 
ſupplies of powder, and all kinds 
of military implements,which he 
exported to the natives, as his 
reſources of wealth were un- 
known, afforded matter of iufi- 


nite aſtoniſhment to thoſe who. 


were eye-witneſſes of his conduct. 5 


 Falſchoods of different degrees 
of malignancy were induſtriouſly + 
| propagated a at his expence 3 ; and 


= ; there 


" 4 * 1 r 3 I 
—. I Ae EE ar 


3 
there was ſcarce a crime in | the 
whole catalogue of human de- 


; pravity, murder not even except- i 
ed, that was not charged to his | 
account. E ſuch a pitch of 
malevolence had the evil tongue 
| of llander arrived, that he was 
preſented by the grand jury of 


the iſland as a dangerous and 


ſuſpected perſon, and one whom 


it behoved government to ſecure. 


From theſe danders, to the 


ſhame and diſcomfiture of his 


enemies, he HR acquitted 


himſelf, 


he 
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1 51 3 
The curious are referred for 5 


particulars to the Lucay an Royal 
Herald of 1789, where will be 


found how many obſtacles he had ; 
to contend with, and with what 


: ſpirit and firmneſs he vindicated | 
his! in jurcd reputation”, 


In 


* Since writing the above-narrative, the 


author has had the good fortune to meet 


with the Lucayan Herald of the 19th of 5 


Auguſt 1789, publiſhed. in the iſland of. 
New Providence. This i is the paper alluded 


to above, ſigned by Mr. Bowles, in which 


he has given an account of his conduct; 


wich account the author believes Wass 


5 never r attempted to be contradicted by his | 


Ez . enemies. 


j—onamn 2 ne — Ez * ; 3 : 


OT. 


tk writing this account, the 


author had no idea of giving a | 
full- length character; but, warm- 
ed with the love of heroic actions, 
be has been irreſiſtibly hurried 
| forward thus to bring to public 
view facts which he truſts are | 


not unworthy public notice. 


Before then the outlines are 


enemies. Thoſe who feel themſelves in- 

tereſted in the character of Mr. Bowles, 

may bave an opportunity of inveſtigating R 

. particulars, by applying to the publiſher of. 
w this pamphlet, in whoſe hands the author 

has left the above paper, with directions to 
offer its peruſal eee to thoſe 

who wiſh it. 


be 


( 


filled up, which mark the fea- 
tures of character in this ſelf⸗ 


formed hero, it may not be 


unneceſſary to relate three inci- 
dents, which, as they characteriſ- 
: tically diſtinguiſh him, will need 
no further apology. —When the 
private agents of Mr. Bowles 
had ſecretly amaſſed a ſafficient 
quantity of warlike ſtores, he 
huimſelf moſt unexpectedly ſtep- 
ped on board a veſſel, and failed 


| for the Continent. This myſteri- 
ous conduẽt baffled allthe ſchemes 5 


of his enemies in the Spaniſh in- 


* nl, 


£447 


tereſt, and left them to vague : and 


L wild conjectures. 


_ Meanwhile, his agents were 76 
employed. in ſhipping on board 85 
a veſſel, previouſly chartered by 
him, the above ſtores 3 and on 
the day appointed ſet ſail for St. 2 
: Mark's, in the bay of Appalaha; : 
where Bowles (the preconcerted : 


Ggnals having been mutually 
made and acknowledged by thoſe 


in the veſſel and the party on 


more), with a ſtrong detach ment 
5 of Creeks, x was ready to receive 


255 
2 
5 


K 
them. The Spaniſh g governor of 
St. Mark, terrified at his : appear- 
| ance, fired his alarm guns, and 
put himſelf i in a poſture to oppoſe 


him. 


But blood was not the object of 
this voyage; to prevent Which, 
Bowles ſent the commandant 
word, that if he made auy oppoſi- 
: tion to his landing the ſtores, the 
E ſavages were determined to at- 
tack the fort; 3 the conſequences 
of which he begged him to av ert: 


and accordingly he Was quietly 


permitted to land his cargo, Þ 


E „ which 


| Which the warriors n on 
horſes, brought for the purpoſe, 


into the heart of their country. 


This was t the firſt, foundation 5. 
of a magazine that 1 18 to ſupply 


the united nations of the Creeks 


and Cherokees with arms and 


ammunition, that may one day, 
2 perhaps, ſhake the power of the 
Spaniſh empire in South America, 


and give freedom to the long op- 


preſſed and enſlaved natives of 
Montezuma' of realm. What 18 
now going to be related, borders 
- o much on the improbable and 


impoſ⸗ ; 


2 


( 


impoſſible, that the writer would 
not have hazarded a ſuſpicion of 


his truth by giving it a place 


here, had not the fact been wit⸗ 


neſſed by the whole iſland of 


N ew Providence. 


Bowles, as has been obſerved, | 


made ſeveral voyages to and from 


the B ah amas and the C ontinent; 3 


in one of which, he carried over - 


with him five native chiefs, pro- 
: þably thoſe who are now with] him 


as aſſociates in | his embaſſy. 


Having . a ſinall veſ- 
fe}, : 


( 33 ) 

ſel, and ſettled his affairs agree- 
able to his wiſhes, to the no ſmall 

| amazement of all who beheld | 
him, he ſet fail from the harbour, 


attended only by his five chiefs, ö 
in the midſt of a gale of wind. 


His enemies rejoiced in what 
they conſidered his inevitable de- 
ſtruction; 3 and were convinced 


that, if their intelligence to the 


Spaniards of lis intended depar- : 


ture did not take effect, he would 


find his late! in a watery . 2 


Let us now conceive him, toſſed . 
indeed 


„ 
indeed by adverſe waves and ad- 
verſe winds, teaching barbarians 
the uſe of the compaſs, and of 
things of which their language 


afforded no name or ſymbol. 


But the winds and waves ſpared 
him. After ſpringing a maſt, and 
carrying away a foretop, he ar- 


rived ſafe at his Place 0 of deſtiva- : 
tion. 


He alone who had failed in 
a hogſhead would have braved 
ſuch dangers ; and, having braved 
them, none with Kill inferior 


o 


1 8 60 3 

to his would born ſurmounted 
them.—The laſt circumſtance b 
5 which the author means to relate, 

| will throw no ſmall light on the 

forgiving temper of Mr. Bowles's 

mind. The reader will here % 
fer ve, that the principle which | 

ſheds the fineſt luſtre over his 


actions, is humanity. It is this 90 


ruling principle in the heart of ” 


Mr. Bowles which has chiefly | 


influenced the author to record 


N the events of his life; The author 5 


has long endeavoured to learn to 
ſeparate ferociouſneſs from cou- 
rage, and bravery from barbarity; 


qualities N 


v2} | 


qualities which too often unite 


in the ſame perſon. But the blaze 


which ever attends Valour has 


not blinded him throughout any 


part of this ſhort hiſtory. He 


relates only what he has ſeen, 


and what he believes: but the 


| moſt incredulous may err, and 


the moſt penetrating 18 liable to 


| be deceived. 


His cargo being ſcored on 
ſhore, Mr. Bowles took this op- 


portunity of further inſtructing 


his five companions in the art 


"of navigation, and made ſeveral 


Excur= 


4 62 * 
2 excurſions wem the land into the 
; Florida G Gulph. 


On his return from one of | 


| theſe eſſays, he was hailed and 5 


5 fired into by a Spaniſh guarda | 


coſta, expreſely ng for 
=: Hinds. 


This was a moment when all. --- 
his preſence of mind was neceſ- 
ſary; ; and he well knew, if he | 


were taken, his life would be the 


. forfeit. A reward, ſuch as was 1 


8 555 ſufficient to ſhake the fidelity of - 


moſt men whoſe Principles of 


honour 


(65) 
Honour and gratitude were not 
confirmed, but from its very na- 
ture peculiarly alluring to bar- 
barians, had for ſome time before 
been offered by Spauiſh procla- 


mation for his head, with which 4 


f he 1 was well acquainted *, 


But the attachment of his faith- 

ful aſſociates was not to be cor- | 4 
rupted by the love r 1 
the more powerful and ſeductive 


bait of uncontrouled intoxication. 


* The reward offered was 15 thouſand 5 bl 


— . , 2 - 
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dollars, and fifteen hundred kegs of aff 


or rum a diſtilled from molaſſes, = 


He. 


0 m » 
11 ſhortened Gi; and when 


the Spaniards had hoiſted out . 


i their boat to board bim, Bowles 


returned A - broadſide from ſix 


 four-pounders, till then conceal- 8 


ed from view. This unexpected 
reception threw them into the 

utmoſt confuſion ; and they fled 
| with all the failthey could crowd, g 


without my "Rome: or inten- 


He again landed; ; conveye 80 TI 
chiefs in ſafety to their homes, 


A amid the ſhouts of a thouſand, 


5 warriors. 


Bowless 


TT. 


Bowles" $ attachment to the 


: natives was now manifeſt; and | 
the intereſt he took in their hap- 
| pineſs all his actions ſtrongly 


: evinced. In return he became 


their firſt counſellor, and com- 


mander in chief 3 But ambition ” 
5 and envy are common to all man- 

kind. This open preference raiſed ; 

him many rivals; and nothing 


now could have ſaved him but 


8 ſuperior {kill and d fagacity. 


* Counſellors among the Creeks are 
| | hereditary ; but Mr. Bowles was preferred 
to this dignified ſtation tar ough adoption, : 


: 3 made commander in chief of their ar- 


- mies by univerſal conſent. 


Ws | This 


IM 


This period 5 was infinitely the 
moſt dangerous of his whole life. — 
Deſperate factions, and bloody re- 
ſolutions, were planned for his Yr 
deſtruction; and ſuch were the 

perils that ſurrounded him, that 
his death ſeemed inevitable. Thus 5 
was his po peace of mind diſturbed | 
in a quarter where he could leaſt . 

8 have expected it. This, however, 5 
appears to have been his laſt ſtrug- _ 
gle for acknowledged ſuperiority, 

His active and penetrating eye 

diſcovered all the machinations 


5 which were formed againſt him; : 
and his invincible courage palſied | 


the : 


(G6) 


the hand of the aflaſlin. re 
exalted powers of his mind anni- = 
hilated the influence of his foes; 
his ! integrity ſtood conſpicuous ; 
f and his love for the nations, 


Which went hand in hand with 


his life, was no longer to be ſuſ- 


peed. He was appointed am- 88 
baſſador to the Britiſh King by 


the unanimous voice of twenty ® 


thouſand warriors, ready to ha- 


. zard their lives at the command : 
of their beloved beother, f ſon, and | 


chief. 


In flatire Mr. Bowles com- 
'F 2 2 mands 


6) 


mands our attention From. his 
height, and the conformation of 
his limbs, ſuch as that of the 
gladiator 1 in the ſtatue, denoting 


the combined qualities of ſtrength - 


= and activity. With a countenance 5 


: open, bold, and penetrating, he 


has acquired the gravity of man- 


ners correſponding with thoſe of 


: the nations whoſe habits he has 


aſſumed. His conſtitution, ſu- 


5 perior to all changes of climate, : 


and equal to the greateſt bodily : 


Eo exertions, diſdains the indulgence 5 


of effeminate pleaſures, Hunger 
and cold are natural evils, to K 
W. bich 


TW ) 


; which be ſubmits without a 


murmur ! fatigue and want of 
reſt he conſiders as the unavoid- 
able attendants of a warrior 8 life, 5 
Temperance he practiſes from 
choice, and the force of his ex- 
ample manifeſts itſelf among his 
people. In the endowments of | 
his mind, nature has peculiarly 
for med him for great and daring | 
achievements; but the leading | 
feature of his ſoul | 1 ambition, to 


which every other paſſion 1 is made bh 


tubſervient. 


: [ atr e pid | and ente 1p riſin g. ; h 18 : 


F 3 motions, 


Cr) 
motions, the effects of deliberate 1 
reflection, are ſudden as light- 
ning, and leſs ſuſpeQed. To 
theſe talents of a warrior, be 
unites accompliſhments which 

| not only excite in our minds | 
| the higheſt pitch of admiration, 


but even approach to the marvel- | 
lous. 


A player, without having ſeen 


25 above three dramatic entertain- 


ments! in his life, and thoſe by the Ry 


gentlemen of the army at New 


. York, A painter, who never felt 


the effects of the art but on 2 fi ign 
| | | | wy p ot, 


T7 71 ) 


poſt. A chemin, without: even | 


3 the rudiments of the ſcience. A 


failor, without ſtudy of the prin- 
ciples of navigation. A ſelf- 
taught warrior, inftruting ſa- 
vuages in tactics, and reducing 
their barbarous and hitherto un- 
5 controuled ſpirits to the rules of 
military diſcipline. A legiſlator, 
forming a code of laws wiſely 
adapted to their manners and 
fituation; teaching the untutored f 


barbarian, ſhivering at every 
| wintry blaſt, to ſecure himſelf 


againſt the inclemency of the 


ſeaſons ; and changing him from 


7 4 : the | 


E 
the hunter, waſting his life to 


preſerve a precarious ſubſiſtence, 


into the more civilized ſtate of 


a herdſman: in a word, altering 


his whole nature, w ithout making 


him effeminate. 


And, laſtly, let us contemplate 


him as a politician, unpraQtiſed 


in courts, yet claiming the at- 
tention of two of the principal 
powers of Europe (England and 


1 5 ©): and when | we have 


* If the author i is not ie Mr. 


Bowles has already engaged in a corre 


ſpondence with count Florida Banca. 
view ed 


tn) 


viewed Wie: aflimilating. ſuch 
contrarieties of character, our 
admiration will have no bounds, 
when it 18 known that the Be- 
lived Warrior of the moſt warlike : 
of all the native American tribes, 
has but juſt attained his fix-and- 


twentieth year, 


Lovers of's genius, philoſophers 
and: men of letters, tis to you 
that this portrait 18 dedicated. 55 

Encouragers and promoters of 


the arts, legiſlators Who love 


your fellow-creatures, tis you 


who can inſtruct the original in 
all 


(7 F 
all things that may be uſeful to 


the nations he may one day go- 


vern ; * tis in your power to tem- | 


per the ardour of the conqueror 88 


| with the love of peace, and ww 


turn the ambition of dominion 


. to the ſervice of mankind. 


3 


the likeneſs thus drawn, ſatisfy I 


yourſelves with the original : he 
is eager to learn, and cannot be 


aſhamed to be ſeen. If the fea- 9 


tures appear diſproportionate to 
thoſe of the maſs of mankind, let 


it be remembered that they have 
been 


AT - 
been forced into aggravation by 
the hand of neceſſity ; and that 
the ſame neceſſity which compel- 
| led the original to ſtrain every 
8 nerve and muſcle 1 into the like- 
neſs of what! 18 ſeldom ſeen, will | 
- juſtify the colouring of the copy. 
Let them be alſo reminded, that 
though Mr. Bowles has, through 
neceſſity, occaſionally diſtinguiſh» 
edhimſelf asaplayer, painter, che- 
miſt, mariner, warrior, legiſlator, 
and politician, he is yet but a no- 
vice in all theſe acquirements— 
SO that he whom neceſſity compels 
to alſume any profeion from | 


1 


rules 


rules drawn 15 the combination 
of g genius and accident, to an- 
ſwer the difficulties of the mo- 
ment, is liable to forget them 
as ſoon as the difficulties ceaſe. 


Genius indeed may, on emer- 


. gency, call to its aid every art 


or ſcience; but to know | any 
accurately, or make them gene- 
rally uſeful, they muſt be written 
before they can be taught, and _ 

reduced to known principles be- 
fore they can be remembered, 

1 "BRA now Enithed this inſtruc- 


tivecharadter; and thould chance 
direct 


(nn) 


direct the eye of Mr. Bowles to 
theſe ſheets, the author cannot ; 
help indulging his fancy in be- 
holding bim, for the firſt time in 
his life, contemplating with ſur- 
1 priſe and honeſt pride thoſe pow- . 
ers of his mind, which the buſy 
| and active ſcenes' which have 
hitherto employed him, muſt 
have prevented. His wonder will 
be doubtleſs blended with lively 
gratitude, « on finding an early and 
: eager obſerx er of his actions thus 5 
penetrating into the receſſes of = 
his heart, deſcribing the ſecret 


| emotion of his foul, and recalling = 


to 


cn) 


to his memory a faithful ſtate of : 
his mind when an outcaſt from | 
the ſociety of Chriſtian men; un- 
a leſs indeed the author has por- 
| trayed : a fanciful inſtead of a real 


character. 


Should a recollection of what 
has paſſed recal one to his mind, 85 
whoſe hand and whoſe heart were 
always ready to mitigate the ri- 
gour of his cruel deſtiny (though 
of great powers he could not 
boaſt), the writer will not, need . 


> not, he truſts, bluſh to acknow- 
ledge himſelf. 


May this feeble and anſkilful 
Proof 


79+ 
proof of attachment raiſe Mr. 
Bowles to that importance in his | 
own eſtimation, which | 1s fo ef- 
ſential to great deſigns ; and may 1 
it at the ſame time remind him, 
: that | it is much eaſier 1 to bear ad- 
verſity than to ſupport proſpe- 
ity. 


An Obſerver of Mankind. 
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